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had made an army, had made a navy, and, more than,
that, had made a nation. Everyone remembers, too,
how readily and how clearly Mr. Gladstone explained
his views with regard to the American Union, and
showed how curiously they had been misinterpreted by
some on both sides of the Atlantic. I have a distinct
recollection of a conversation I had with Mr. Gladstone
and the emphasis with which he declared to me that he
had never asserted, and had never intended to assert,
that he believed in the failure of American institutions.
He reminded me that a member of Parliament, the late
Sir John Ramsden, had said during a debate in the
House of Commons that the Republican bubble had
burst in the United States, and that he himself, follow-
ing Sir John Ramsden in the same debate, had strongly
dissented from and emphatically condemned any such
expression of opinion. He went on to say that, even if
the War of Secession had ended in permanent separa-
tion, or if any such separation were at any future time to
occur, such a fact would not of itself tend in the slight-
est degree to prove the failure of the institutions of the
United States. I mention this expression of Mr. Glad-
stone's views made in private conversation as a further
evidence that it had never'entered into his mind to be-
lieve that all that was best and all that was characteristic
and creative in the principles on which the United States
were founded, could be reduced to failure, even if an em-
pire or a republic on the basis of slavery were to be set up
by the seceding States and on the frontier line of the great
free Republic itself. Those who believed Mr. Gladstone
hostile to the United States merely because he thought
it possible, if he did think it possible, that the Southern.
States might succeed in setting up for themselves, might
well have remembered how many of the most devoted,,
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